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Today’s webinar

► What is an open access book?

► Why publish open access?

► What to know when you publish an open access book

► What the Open Access Books Network (OABN) does

► Useful resources on open access books

► Stay in touch and find out more!



What is an open access (OA) book?

► A book that’s freely available online as an ebook
 (e.g. in PDF, HTML or EPUB formats)

► It will have an open licence telling you 
how you are free to read, share and 
reuse it 

► Open access work tends to have
more readers and citations

► Open access books are available 
all over the world



Closed vs. open
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► Average monograph: 
will sell 200–400 
copies in its lifetime

► Priced at €90–€140: 
mostly bought by 
university libraries
(ebooks can be much
more expensive for 
libraries!)

► OBP books are accessed freely worldwide 
over 80,000 times each month

► Available everywhere with an internet 
connection

► Easier for other academics to access – 
also: 

► independent scholars

► policymakers

► members of the public

► More readers = more impact



Physical books as well as digital
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Licensing and copyright

• Understand what you’re agreeing to!

• What open licence are you using?

•

• You might keep the copyright, but what licence 
are you granting to the publisher?
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Funding your open access book

• Gold: can require funding to pay a fee
• Fees can vary (€7,000–€30,000+ per book)
• Seek transparency

• Diamond: no fee for authors, often scholar-led 
• Different models to achieve this
• Don’t ignore born-OA presses

• Green: manuscript in a repository
• There might still be a fee
• There might be an embargo
• Is this the right fit for your book?

• Beware embargoes
• They can breach policy conditions
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Books vs. journals
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► Books are much more time-consuming 
to write and publish

► Different funding models for OA books

► Fewer open access policies for books

► Greater range of open licences are 
appropriate

► Books are less lucrative for publishers and 
less aggressively commercialised (with the 
big exception of textbooks) 

► More space for innovative, equitable models:
but they need support!



A community for everyone to discuss and learn about OA books

GROWING THE OABN
SINCE 2020

THE OPEN ACCESS BOOKS NETWORK 

Bringing together:
• publishers

• librarians

• researchers and authors 

• funders and policymakers

• infrastructure providers 

• and anyone interested in OA books 

Coordinated by:
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Discussion
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• Advocate for OA book publishing, collate news, views 

and developments specifically relevant for OA books

• Connect a global community in the form of events, 

workshops, blogs, social media and other activities

• Address the unique set of challenges and needs to 

enable OA book publishing to thrive
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Upcoming events

• Next WG meeting:                   

20 November 2025

Past events

• Publishing OA Books: 

Insights from ERC-Funded 

Authors

• OA Book Policy-a-thon

• Services for OA Book 

Policymaking

• Managing Third-Party 

Materials in OA Books

National Associations for 

OA Books: quarterly calls
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OA Mythbusters
A series of eight short videos seeking to dispel a number of recurring myths around OA books. 

Watch them on our YouTube channel.

OA Books Workouts: Scholars at Work 
Organised by Jeroen Sandervan, Programme Leader Open Scholarly Communication at Open 

Science NL, these five 45-minute talks with humanities scholars look at innovative ways of open 

writing and publishing.

Open Access Book Programs: Answering Libraries’ Questions
Sharla Lair, Senior Strategist of Open Access and Scholarly Communication Initiatives at 

LYRASIS, shares a list of where to find OA book programmes and ways to evaluate funding them. 

OAPEN Open Access Books Toolkit
A free public information resource including around 50 short articles on OA book publishing 

following the research lifecycle, which may be helpful for you and your authors interested in OA 

book publishing.

IFLA Open Access Vocabulary
An easy-to-reference guide for the most widely used terms and definitions, with reference to official 

statements or other documents where these terms are defined.

The Open Book Collective
An initiative aimed at creating a new, mutually supportive ecosystem for the thriving of OA book 

publishing, where libraries can find out more about — and support — open access presses.

RESOURCES FOR LIBRARIANS

https://openaccessbooksnetwork.hcommons.org/oa-mythbusters/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3cGQ4pLQgDU&list=PLgJzB87Kl-scriSJZdTg1jhTOEF4osgdw
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLgJzB87Kl-semjQgh9ZjMytudVgvfcK9R
https://openaccessbooksnetwork.hcommons.org/2021/10/27/open-access-book-programs-answering-libraries-questions/
https://oabooks-toolkit.org
https://repository.ifla.org/items/503fadb5-0422-4819-86c8-9fc40629fbff
https://copim.pubpub.org/pub/introducing-the-open-book-collective/release/1?readingCollection=6c638086
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Looking ahead to 2026:

• Webinar and discussion series on AI for OA books

• Blog series on publishing with an OA book small 

publisher, focusing on different countries
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Connect with us:
• Visit our website: 

https://openaccessbooksnetwork.hcommons.org/

• Join our mailing list: https://oabooksnetwork.eo.page/signup

• Find us on Knowledge Commons

• Follow us on Bluesky: oabooksnetwork@bsky.social

• Join our OPERAS Working Group: 

https://operas-eu.org/special-interest-groups

Propose your own event, blog, series, or something else by 

emailing info@oabooksnetwork.org

Coordinated by:

Blogs

Resources for 
Authors

Resources for 
Librarians

Resources for 
Publishers

Resources for 
Funders

Discussion

Events & 
Webinars

Newsletters

A community for everyone to discuss and learn about OA books
THE OPEN ACCESS BOOKS NETWORK 

https://openaccessbooksnetwork.hcommons.org
https://oabooksnetwork.eo.page/signup
https://hcommons.org
https://bsky.app/profile/oabooksnetwork.bsky.social
https://operas-eu.org/special-interest-groups/open-access-books-network/
mailto:info@oabooksnetwork.org
https://openaccessbooksnetwork.hcommons.org
https://openaccessbooksnetwork.hcommons.org/blog/
https://openaccessbooksnetwork.hcommons.org/for-researchers/
https://openaccessbooksnetwork.hcommons.org/for-researchers/
https://openaccessbooksnetwork.hcommons.org/for-librarians/
https://openaccessbooksnetwork.hcommons.org/for-librarians/
https://openaccessbooksnetwork.hcommons.org/for-publishers/
https://openaccessbooksnetwork.hcommons.org/for-publishers/
https://openaccessbooksnetwork.hcommons.org/for-funders/
https://openaccessbooksnetwork.hcommons.org/for-funders/
https://hcommons.org/groups/open-access-books-network/forum/
https://openaccessbooksnetwork.hcommons.org/2020/10/06/bookmarks-open-conversations-about-open-access-books/
https://openaccessbooksnetwork.hcommons.org/2020/10/06/bookmarks-open-conversations-about-open-access-books/
https://oabooksnetwork.eo.page/signup


Thank you for listening! 
Any questions?

Paldies par uzklausīšanu! 
Vai ir kādi jautājumi?

info@oabooksnetwork.org

www.oabooksnetwork.org

@oabooksnetwork.bsky.social


